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SAI Hand Calcs (and Pell)

Kelsey Ryder

SAI vs EFC Formula

• EFC
• Formula A, B, C

• Simplified Needs

• Auto Zero

• Lowest EFC is 0

• SAI
• Formula A, B, C

• Auto -1500 if no taxes filed

• Auto 0 if SAI is greater than 0 AND eligible for max Pell

• Lowest SAI is -1500

Formulas

• A – Dependent Students

• B – Independent students without dependents other than 
a spouse

• C – Independent students with dependents other than a 
spouse
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Asset Reporting Exemptions

• AGI > $60,000

• Filing schedule A, B, D, E, F, or H

• Schedule C amount above $10,000 or less than -
$10,000

• Filed foreign taxes, lives in foreign country, 
has foreign income

Pell

• Max Pell
• Based on poverty guidelines and family size

• SAI will always be 0 or lower

• Assets not factored into Pell calc

• Calculated Pell
• Max Pell – SAI = calculated Pell (rounded to the nearest $5)

• Min Pell
• Based on poverty guidelines and family size

• Assets not factored into Pell calc

Let’s Calculate an SAI!

• Formula A

• Dependent Student

• Parents filed taxes jointly
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Parent Info

• Married filed jointly, family size 6

• AGI: $73,630

• Income earned from work: $134,491

• Taxes paid: $2,146

• Education credits: $2,500

• Checking balance: $50,000

• Investments: $100,000

• Business/Farm: $1,000,000

Table A1, Step 1

Income earned 
from work: 
$134,491

Table A1, Step 2

Income earned 
from work: 
$134,491
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Table A2

Family size: 6

Table A3

Business net worth: 
$1,000,000

Table A4

https://askregs.nasfaa.org/article/36936/why-are-the-2024-25-asset-protection-allowances-zero
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Table A5

Student Info

• AGI: $2,223

• Income earned from work: $2,223

• Taxes paid: 0

• Checking balance: $600

Table A1, Step 1

Income earned 
from work: 
$2,223
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Table A1, Step 2

Income earned 
from work: 
$2,223

SAI

• Parent Contribution: 32,224

• Student Contribution from Income: -1500

• Student Contribution from Assets: 120

• Student Aid Index: 30,844

Max Pell?

• Married parents

• AGI less than or equal to 175% of the poverty guideline
oAGI: $73,630
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Min Pell?

• Married parents

• AGI less than or equal to 350% of the poverty guideline
oAGI: $73,630

Recap

• SAI of 30,844

• Minimum pell grant eligible

• Depending on your COA this student could get a pell
grant and then an unsubsidized loan

Calculated Pell – Lets Practice!

• SAI of 4326

• Max Pell for the year is $7395

• $7395 – 4326 = 3069

• Round to the nearest $5 = $3070 calculated annual Pell

• Then adjust for enrollment intensity
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Calculated Pell – Lets Practice!

• SAI of 1012

• Max Pell for the year is $7395

• $7395 – 1012 = 6383

• Round to the nearest $5 = $6385 calculated annual Pell

• Then adjust for enrollment intensity

Enrollment Intensity

• $6385

• 5 hours

• $6385/2*.42 = $1340.85

Round 2: Parent Info

• Married filed jointly, family size 4

• AGI: $99,6344

• Income earned from work: $101,479

• Taxes paid: $3,902

• Checking balance: $15,000

• Investments: $2,000

• Business/Farm: $0
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Table A1, Step 1

Income earned 
from work: 
$101,479

Table A1, Step 2

Income earned 
from work: 
$101,479

Table A2

Family size: 4
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Table A4

https://askregs.nasfaa.org/article/36936/why-are-the-2024-25-asset-protection-allowances-zero

Table A5

Student Info

• AGI: $6,652

• Income earned from work: $6,652

• Taxes paid: 0

• Checking balance: $4,624
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Table A1, Step 1

Income earned 
from work: 
$6,652

Table A1, Step 2

Income earned 
from work: 
$6,652

SAI

• Parent Contribution: 11,861

• Student Contribution from Income: -1500

• Student Contribution from Assets: 925

• Student Aid Index: 11,286
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Questions?
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