Program Committee Meeting 2/7/08

Theme for the conference has been adjusted to:

Financial Aid….Make your dreams come true.  Thought was that in your dreams is a bit sarcastic, from the angle that financial aid is only available in your dreams.  We didn’t want that; we want this to be positive.

We spent most of the call tentatively plugging the general and interest sessions into the schedule.  This of course, will depend on the speakers’ availability.  Please review where we have put your sessions and check with your speakers to see if there will be a conflict.  We can shuffle sessions as necessary on the next conference call.
Wednesday April 16

2:00 Executive Council Meeting

6:00pm – 8:00pm – Registration open


Thursday April 17

8:00am – 8:30am – Registration open 

8:30 – 9:00 – Commission Update

9:45 – 10:15 – Break

10:15 – 11:30 Interest Sessions


a. FELP Compliance –Tim Fitzgibbon

b. FA 101 Session (completing the FAFSA line by line)

c. Student Debt – Virginia Blackburn

11:30 – 1:00 Lunch

a. Keynote speaker – Scott Raecker, character counts

b. Recognize Newcomers

c. Recognize 1 retiree

d. Recognize Leadership graduates

1:00 – 2:15 Interest Sessions

a. ACG/Smart Grant update – Dave Bartlett

b. Loan Forgiveness – Matt Brown
c. SAP

2:15 – 3:00 – General Session

 NCHELP – Tim Fitzgibbon

3:30 – 4:00 - Break

4:00 – 5:15 Sector Meetings

5:30 – 6:30 – Dinner



Live Auction following dinner


Friday April 18

6:30 – 8:30 Breakfast on your own (complimentary buffet for hotel guests)

8:30 – 9:45 General Session



Federal Update – Dave Bartlett

9:45 – 10:15 Check Out Break

10:15 – 11:30 – Interest Sessions

a. TEACH Grant – Dave Bartlett

b. Financial Literacy – Heather Norris

c. Student Perspectives – Julie Ntem

We elected to push the session on enjoying a long career in financial aid to the fall.  We felt that it would go along with the birthday theme well and this gave us room to have Virginia Blackburn present her session on student debt.  

TIAACref was not available to present due to other commitments.

The hotel would like us to all have our rooms reserved by March 25 which is early.  Jen is going to do her best to get conference information out and a brief description of what the program is going to offer early.

Next conference call Thursday February 21 at 10:00 am

