The Associate Member Relations Committee met via telnet on Monday, February 28, 2011.   Committee members present:  Heather Gaumer, Karla Gilson, Mary Jo Smith, Karen Snyder and Brian Thies.  Committee members absent:  Carol Bogaard

Our plans are to host an auction for the selected charity, The ALS Chapter of Iowa.  At previous conferences, attendees have been allowed to bid on auction items by simply shouting out a bid.  It was recommended by Mary Jo Smith that each conference attendee receive a call number to use when bidding.  Karen Snyder has agreed to assign each conference attendee with an auction call number.  Karen has also agreed to record the winning bids and collect the money from winning bidders at the end of the auction.  

Brian Thies and Carol Bogaard are unable to attend the conference.  However, Brian said it might be possible for him to attend the auction and help in any way.

Karla Gilson volunteered to write e-mails that will go out on the listserv.  Multiple e-mails will be sent to explain who the selected charity is and how the Association can support The ALS Chapter of Iowa.  These e-mails will ask the Association to donate items that can be auctioned off at the conference to raise funds.  

Heather Gaumer will write an article for the newsletter summarizing the charity activities and explaining that other committees will now be performing the duties formerly conducted by the Associate Member Relations Committee.  Heather will also write a few paragraphs about the charity for the spring conference program.

